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Presentation Overview 

• What Is ISRI?   
 
• What are ISRI’s 

Scrap 
Specifications? 
 

• Understanding 
ISRI’s Plastic Scrap 
Specifications 



What Is ISRI? 

ISRI is a trade association representing more than 1,600 for-
profit companies that process broker & consume scrap 
metals, paper, plastics, electronics, rubber, glass and textiles.  
 

Paper Plastics 

Rubber Textiles 

Electronics Ferrous & Non-ferrous metals 

Glass 



ISRI: Voice of the Recycling IndustryTM 

1,600+  
Member 
companies 

34  
Countries 

7,000+  
Recycling facilities 
worldwide 

4 



Education: Educating An Industry 

• Making a Curbside Program That Works Through Increased Outreach & Education 
• Improving Plastic Quality by Implementing a Bale Audit Procedure 
• Changes to the Downgrade and Rejection Policy in the Paper Scrap Specifications 

www.isriconvention.org 



Scrap Specifications: History Primer 

First scrap 
specifications were 
published in 1919. 

 
Developed by ISRI’s 

predecessor, the National 
Associations of  Waste 

Materials Dealers.  
 
 

Specs primarily dealt 
with metals. 

   
 

Now- universally accepted 
terms & language for scrap & 
recycling buyers and sellers 

in domestic and international 
trades. 

 
 



ISRI Specifications: Early Examples 



ISRI Governance: Divisions 



ISRI Governance: MRF Council 

Open forum for ISRI’s members to discuss issues that 
impact MRF’s 
 
• The Council is Chaired jointly by both the Plastics and 

Paper Divisions 
• Inbound Specs subcommittee 

• RRS (chair), Ekman Group (chair), WM, Sims, 
Casella, Randy’s, etc. 

• Input from independent MRFs and 3rd parties, 
entire paper and plastic divisions 

• Specification is fully reviewed with comments from 
the industry included in final document  
 



Scrap Specifications: Overview 

1. Includes specifications for: 
• Ferrous Metals 
• Non-Ferrous Metals 
• Paper 
• Plastics 
• Electronics 
• Rubber 
• Glass 
• Transaction Standards 

2. Includes information about 
ISRI’s arbitration service 

3. Updated continuously as 
materials change 

ISRI’s Scrap Specifications are published 

in the Scrap Specifications Circular 

available at: www.isri.org/specs 



Scrap Specification Underpinnings & Philosophy 

• Designed to be a “floor” not a 
“ceiling” for transactions 
between buyers and sellers.  

• Helps by providing definition to 
common terms and eliminates 
confusion of what is being 
discussed. 

• Gives the parties involved a 
starting point from which they 
can conduct their negotiation. 

• Delineates types of materials and 
minimum quality standards. 
 



Scrap Specifications: Inbound Scrap 
Specifications 

• Developed by ISRI members 
through the MRF Council. 
 

• Included in the next 
publication of ISRI’s Scrap 
Specifications Circular. 
 

• States general consensus of 
industry regarding materials 
that can and are being 
recycled through curbside 
collection by a majority of 
residential programs 
 
 



Inbound Residential Mixed Recyclable 
Specifications 

Materials List Criteria 
• >50% Single and Dual Stream 

programs trade materials regularly 
(all materials in the list are in over 
60% of all programs) 

Quality Limits 
• Provided for each material type 
Flexibility 
• Can be modified through mutual 

agreement between buyers & sellers 
• Other inbound grades can always 

be proposed for specific common 
circumstances and municipal 
programs either limiting or 
expanding definitions 



Inbound Residential Mixed Recyclable 
Specifications 



Inbound Residential Mixed Recyclable 
Specifications  



Inbound Residential Mixed Recyclable 
Specifications- Prohibitive List  

PROHIBITIVES: Unacceptable in any quantity. Subject to Immediate Rejection due to Health, 
Safety or Product Suitability Concerns:   
• E-waste and Electronics – such as Cell phones, IPad, IPods, any Computers, TV’s, wires, 

Controllers, Printers, Printer rolls, and other materials 
• Radioactive Materials of any kind. 
• Hazardous Materials – such as Oil, Paint, Antifreezes, Powders, free or attached Asbestos or 

Asbestos-containing products, and Fertilizers. 
• Corrosives – such as Batteries, containers with Acid or Base Residue. 
• Compressed Gas Cylinders and other containers holding or formerly containing Flammable, 

Pressurized or Combustible Materials such as fire extinguishers, Process vessels, bulk Storage 
Tanks, (see restrictions on aerosol containers above). 

• Lead and other Heavy Metals.  
• Other Hazardous Wastes – such as Pesticides, Poisons, used Oil filters, Mercury-containing 

materials such as Switches and Thermometers, Biohazards, Fluorescents Lights, Tube toss. 
• Refrigerants – such as Freon/Puron/Substitutes, Compressors, Air Conditioners, Refrigerators, 

Freezers. 
• PCBs – such as Capacitors, Transformers, Ballast. 
• Explosives – such as Firearms, Ammunition, Shells, Fireworks, used Gasoline Cans. 
• Medical Waste – such as Needles, Syringes, Biohazard-labeled Containers, etc. 
• Biological waste of any kind- such as Animal carcasses, Infestations, Skins, Leather, Bones, Organs.  
• Other Hazardous Materials which may harm human health or cause property/workplace damage. 
• Any Materials containing human liquids or wastes- such as Diapers, Tissue, etc. 
• Green wastes- Plant, Wood, Leaves, Fruits, Vegetables and other Vegetative matter. 
• Inert construction materials- such as Rock, Dirt, Asphalts, Concrete, Debris, Roofing, Dry Wall, etc.   
• Gross contaminants which reduce product value significantly or completely. 
• Bulk and Gross Materials Not Recyclable through a MRF: such as Tires, Fiberglass, Wood, 

Asbestos, Appliances, Furniture, Ceramics, Rags, Air Bags, common Light Bulbs, Crystal, Plate & 
Mirror Glass, other Solid Wastes. 

• Free Flowing Liquids of any kind. 

• Exhaustive but 
may not be all 
inclusive 

 

• Needed for 
protection of 
both parties in 
contracts 

 

• Safety, 
Property, and 
Health Issues 
Addressed 
 

• Language 
reviewed by 
qualified 
attorneys 

 



Inbound Residential Mixed Recyclable 
Specifications- Additional Materials Advisory 

“For various reasons such as mandates, policies, plant capabilities, customs, local markets (i.e. 
access to ocean export), and other factors, additional compatible materials may be collected in 
addition to the above materials for separation at material recovery facilities…”  

• Neutral and Advisory- 
meant for open 
discussion 

 

• Reference Chart of 
other materials found in 
some curbside 
programs   

 

• Current majority 
opinions on pros and 
cons of other materials 
Will be updated as 
market dynamics  

• Local conditions will 
differ 



Inbound Residential Mixed Recyclable 
Specifications- Needs and Uses 

• Allows common starting point 
definitions. 

 

• Can be used to facilitate 
conversations between 
recyclers and municipalities  

• Criteria for capital deployment 
and estimating potential costs 

• Performance of the parties 
• Quality  
• Outreach and Education 

 

• Included in the next publication 
of ISRI’s Scrap Specifications 
Circular. 



Questions? 

Jonathan Levy 
Director of Member Services 
 
202-662-8530 
JonathanLevy@isri.org 
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